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About Shurooq

The Sharjah Investment and Development Authority
(Shurooq) is driven by the vision of making Sharjah an
ideal destination for investment, tourism, and business by
seamlessly blending tradition and innovation. By preserving
the rich cultural heritage and embracing modern practices,
Shurooq strives to transform Sharjah into a vibrant and
thriving hub that captivates visitors and fosters growth.

www.shuroog.gov.ae
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HAKAYA is a bi-annual publication that documents the
visionary projects led by the Sharjah Investment and

Development Authority (Shurooq).

Published in the UAE.
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Sharjah’s library of the future
The House of Wisdom

The House of Wisdom exemplifies how culture, knowledge,

j(. Yo E 111y Al and innovation can converge to create a lasting impact.
Jd B e b kb Commissioned by His Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin

JUIRY N e v

R,
e T
) ol

Muhammad Al Qasimi, the ruler of the Emirate of Sharjah,
this architectural marvel spans over 12,000 square meters. It

is more than a building; it is a futuristic beacon seamlessly

1l
5 R __ ”E{f ‘l '\ . ,.‘_m integrated with its surroundings, including beautiful gardens
|| ’ J T - ool and outdoor spaces. The House of Wisdom is dedicated to
U redefining the concept of learning by inspiring creativity and
I education through discussions, workshops, and hands-on
- activities. Opened in December 2020, it stands as a testament
to the transformative power of culture and knowledge, aiming

to be a gateway to a brighter and more innovative future.

The House of Wisdom was established after Sharjah was
awarded the UNESCO World Book Capital 2019 title.
Located 10km from the city of Sharjah, the building features
a suspended roof with 15-meter-long metal rods that protect
the main glass structure. Bamboo rods, specially made
for the building, provide additional shade and control

sun ray coverage. www.houseofwisdom.ae
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The design of the glass walls ensures optimal lighting for
the surrounding area, while the central courtyard, situated
on a raised platform, enhances the architectural beauty and
functionality of this cultural hub.

The courtyard features an open-roof design adorned with
natural plants and fountains, creating a serene and natural
ambiance. The library serves as a social hub for learning and
offers state-of-the-art facilities. With over half a million
titles, it provides a diverse range of resources, including
both physical and digital formats. Additionally, it boasts
print-on-demand book stations, a digital fabrication lab,
exhibition spaces, gift stores, and discussion halls.

In the vibrant city of Sharjah, known for its rich cultural
heritage, the House of Wisdom stands as a testament to the
city’s commitment to nurturing knowledge and enriching
communities. This architectural gem captivates book
enthusiasts and invites both locals and tourists to immerse
themselves in the limitless possibilities of learning.
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INTERVIEW

Tell us about the beginnings of your passion for
arts and design..

My passion for arts and design began during my academic
studies in visual arts at Zayed University in Dubai. My initial
role as a graphic designer at the Sharjah Investment and
Development Authority (Shurooq) further deepened my
appreciation and commitment to the arts.

Can you tell us more about the exhibitions in which you
have worked and participated?

I’'ve had the privilege of working on various prestigious
exhibitions, particularly during my time as the Head of 1971
- Design Space, independent curator with Dubai Design
Week and my role as managing partner to Hamzat Wasl.
These roles allowed me to curate exhibitions that engaged
both the public and the design community.

Can you describe your work at the House of Wisdom?
As the Cultural Planning Manager, I oversee a broad range
of learning opportunities that emphasize interactions and
experiences. My role involves designing and executing
culture led exhibitions, projects, and programs that engage
the community and enhance the creative landscape
of Sharjah.

How has your background assisted you in navigating
this role in the House of Wisdom?

My extensive background in managing and curating design
spaces and exhibitions has equipped me with the skills
necessary to lead cultural planning at the House of Wisdom.

Are there future initiatives launching soon at the
House of Wisdom?

We have several exciting initiatives planned, focusing on
expanding our reach and deepening our impact on cultural
understanding and appreciation.
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Visitors can immerse themselves in the region's authentic
architecture and enjoy Emirati hospitality, featuring Arabic
coffee, dates, and oud. They can then embark on a guided
tour with an Emirati guide through historic markets like
Souq Al Arsah, the oldest market in the UAE, followed by
Souq Al Shanasiyah, built on ancient foundations, and Souq
Al Sager, known for its antique coral gates. "The Chedi Al
Bait" hotel, Sharjah's first luxury heritage hotel, offers a
five-star experience, preserving the charm and elegance of
traditional Emirati homes. The tour also includes a visit to
the "House of Traditional Games," offering an intimate look
at traditional Emirati games in the emirate.

Visiting the “Heart of Sharjah” is like turning the pages of a
fragrant history book, offering an authentic Emirati cultural
experience enriched by the senior citizens who regularly
visit and share their heritage. This project not only preserves
the past but also breathes new life into the area, making it a
vibrant hub of cultural and historical significance.
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Journey to the past

Majlis Al Naboodah

Majlis Al Naboodah serves as a hub for visitors to the
heart of Sharjah, formerly hosting Bedouin traders
for rest and lunch breaks, and overnight stays to
avoid traveling by land at night. In the morning, the
traveler Obaid bin Isa Al Naboodah would purchase
any unsold goods, and it also served as a meeting
place for the "Tawash" (pearl traders).

A tour through the spacious rooms suffices to
acquaint visitors with the exquisite craftsmanship
and skill used in traditional Gulf architecture
before the advent of modern air conditioning. The
rooms also offer a beautiful glimpse into the past
and illustrate the daily life of a prominent pearl
merchant family who once resided in this house.

Among the beautiful initiatives that continue
to attract visitors to this historic place is the
opportunity to participate in preparing the
traditional Emirati dish of "Bithieth," a light and
easily stored meal due to its dry ingredients that
lack water. This provides a realistic simulation of the
lifestyle and daily practices that characterized that
period of time.
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RECIPES
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We are welcomed by Fatima Al Shuwaihi, Head of Cultural O ddy &o padyg &S J| bl cid) @oF «wlacilly Jul Slay
Guidance at Majlis Al Naboodah, who shares an exclusive gledl gLl
glimpse into this delightful recipe.

(Serves 6 people)

Ingredients

4 cups pitted dates

2 Y5 cups bread flour (number 2)
Y4 cup clarified butter (ghee)
Ground Cardamom

Saffron

Pistachios

Preparation
Toast the flour over medium heat, stirring constantly until
it turns light brown.

Sift the toasted flour and set aside.

Knead the dates in a bowl with the clarified butter until
well combined.

Gradually add the flour until the date mixture becomes
cohesive.

Add cardamom and saffron, shape the mixture into pieces,
and serve with a sprinkle of pistachios.
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In a unique blend of environmental harmony, you will
encounter stunning landscapes of clear waters, picturesque
beaches, and surrounding mountains. Serenity prevails as
you take a boat ride through mangrove forests or witness
turtle eggs hatching on the estuary banks.

Kingfisher Retreat is exceptional for nature lovers and
those seeking maximum relaxation. It features forty luxury
tents with swimming pools, meticulously designed for
guests comfort. Each tent includes various amenities, such
as fireplaces and outdoor seating areas just steps from the
beach. To enhance the luxurious atmosphere, the retreat
offers an outdoor yoga and fitness center and various
restaurants. Guests can also enjoy a range of activities at
the outdoor activity center, including mangrove canoeing,
mountain biking, and trekking.

The project is distinguished by its commitment to the
highest standards of green construction and sustainability
from its inception, characterized by its low environmental
_ y . (== : impact. “Shurooq” has adopted a well-established tourist
<3 - o . 184 . - = = and environmental approach in Kingfisher Retreat, named
'-'§ {"' ] l |' 3 after the kingfisher bird that inhabits the reserve.

- www.sharjahcollection.ae
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Faig Ahmed. Talish, 2018. -

Hand-made wool carpet, 15 x 400 x 540 ci

ART & DESIGN
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Faig Ahmed. Gobustan, 2017. i
Hand-made wool carpet, 150 x 370 cm. This
artwork was gifted by the artist Faig Ahmed
Maraya Art Centre’s art collection.
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Faig Ahmed. Gobustan, 2017.
Hand-made wool carpet, 150 x 370 cm.
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Established in 2006, Maraya is a non-profit creative
institution and platform for artistic explorations based in the
Emirate of Sharjah, United Arab Emirates. Since its inception,
Maraya art has provided the public with innovative artistic
programs that have showcased the works of both regional
and international artists through multifaceted initiatives. It
also seeks to raise awareness by organizing workshops and
other activities.
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. 200 x 200 gy degias Bgall (o 85l

Faig Ahmed. Big Emptiness, 2021.
Hand-made wool carpet, 200 x 200 cm.
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The centre hosts the first international branch of the "House
of Wisdom" library, a well-known cultural hub in Sharjah,
featuring a wide range of arts and design publications.
Additionally, Maraya Art Centre organizes regular
workshops and public events, and its growing art collection
includes two pieces permanently displayed on Noor Island.
The centre acts as a global window, providing spaces to
display Arab artworks in an interactive environment. The
first floor hosts "The Shelter - TN Mirrors," an incubator for
entrepreneurs, aiming to encourage creative thinking and
its social impact on the local community. The second floor
features a continuous exhibition titled "Sharp Edges" by
Emirati artist Khalid Al Banna, who showcases his creativity
and signature collage art, incorporating elements from his
architectural background. The top floor currently features
the "Flow of Consciousness" exhibition by Azerbaijani
artist Faig Ahmed. His conceptual artworks are handwoven
using traditional carpet-making techniques, transforming
traditional carpets into contemporary visual art pieces.
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ART & DESIGN

Maraya Art Centre aims to provide all forms of support to
empower emerging artists and designers, as it provides
them with opportunities to continue to progress in all the
initiatives it implements through the various programs
it provides emerging artists with research, curation,
exhibitions, and creative projects.

These initiatives include: Maraya Art Gallery, 1971 Design
space, Maraya Art Park, Maraya residency programs, and the
Maraya Workshop.

The centre features an advanced reference library,
multimedia facilities, a video archive, and an art library.
It also offers a regular program of workshops and public
events. Additionally, the centre includes several nearby art
gardens showcasing interactive artworks, sculptures, and
installations.

www.maraya.ae
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On one of the beautiful mountain peaks of Khorfakkan lies
the archaeological village of Najd Al Megsar, a captivating
site that tells the story of those who inhabited it around 100
years ago. This village is one of the most important centers
of human settlement in Wadi Wishi, featuring 7 houses that
provided both residence and protection from the flow of
torrents for the people of the region.

In various areas of Wadi Wishi, archaeological discoveries
have unearthed rocks engraved with drawings of camels and
horses dating back more than 2,000 years. These findings,
along with evidence of abundant water and fertile soil,
confirm the presence of humans in the region for millennia.
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Najd Al Megsar also boasts the historic Al Megsar Tower, 0eSd ple 300 g =i J8 (&3 (g3l )l Ladll zp d 8l @ s
constructed about 300 years ago as a crucial part of the g Lm.\s Ol895 4_u.\n éIHQ @lé.\JI daghaill u_aLovnI;)_»
defense system for the towers of ancient Khorfakkan. ol " abg" 83lg Jl 0lKd)95 Jlal a sac Zoj JI dusu il LS
Historical records reveal that during the Portuguese « ru;.ull Ll cLaisil) & dhiall JLeipdl jlasiodll 89

colonization of the region, many residents of Khorfakkan
sought refuge in the impregnable mountains of Wadi Wishi.
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Despite its rugged terrain, the village is a significant
tourist destination due to its rich architecture and
meticulous design. It highlights ancient cultures and
their heritage, standing as a testament to the historical
depth of Khorfakkan.

Najd Al Megsar Village is easily accessible via the new
Khorfakkan Road, located about 40 minutes from Sharjah.
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www.ghmhotels.com/en/the-chedi-al-bait-sharjah
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A unique property that brings the history of the UAE
to life. Spread over 10,000 square meters, this 53-room
resort is part of an Emirati conservation project: its rooms,
restaurants, spa and wellness facilities are incorporated
into heritage buildings that are almost a century old. The
stories are weaved from yesteryear into this new luxury
resort, adding charm to the quaint destination. Whether it’s
the conversion of an old home into a modern library and
museum, or transforming Souq Al Arsah into a pedestrian
thoroughfare within the resort, the colourful heritage
of Sharjah is beautifully preserved in the Emirate’s most
luxurious address.
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Nomani Restaurant
at Chedi Al Bait

When you visit Nomani restaurant, get ready for an
extraordinary culinary experience through the world of
Japanese and Korean cuisine. The innovative combination
of two cultures have created a menu that offers a remarkable
variety of dishes to satisfy every taste.

The menu features a variety of delicious dishes including
sushi rolls, sashimi, and Korean barbecue, among other
innovative options. A standout dish is the Grilled Marinated
ribs served on a hot stone, which you can cook yourself on a
tabletop barbecue. This interactive experience enhances the
enjoyment of dining in a beautiful space.
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It goes beyond just serving delicious food. What sets it apart

is the whole dining experience it offers. As soon as you step
inside, you are welcomed by chefs working their magic in the
open kitchen. Suddenly, you become a part of their cooking
story that adds an extra touch of excitement to your soon to
be presented meal.

One of the divine highlights at Nomani is the option to dine
outside, under one of the most prominent architectural
elements in sharjah, the circular wind tower from Majlis Al
Midfa, the UAE’s only circular wind tower.
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Bait Khalid Bin Ibrahim at The Serai Wing offers a unique
experience, considering the historical context of the
restoration and the creation of a Heritage Village. This
development includes converting historic homes into
luxurious guest accommodations in a historic bed-and-
breakfast style. Guests will first arrive at the main reception
for check-in and greetings. A buggy will then transport them
to The Serai Wing from The Chedi Al Bait, located just two
minutes away.

True to the hotel’s namesake, Al Bait, which translates to
“home” in Arabic, the wing welcomes you into the embrace
of a traditional family home from 20th-century Sharjah.
This restoration and adaptation provide guests with a
rich cultural experience, blending historical authenticity
with modern luxury. The aim is to offer a comfortable and
immersive stay, allowing guests to experience the charm and
heritage of Sharjah in a unique and memorable way.
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www.ghmhotels.com/en/the-chedi-al-bait-sharjah/bait-khalid-ibrahim-wing
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The space includes two houses, which have been renovated to
reflect a blend of both traditional and modern architecture.
Expect to see beautiful high ceilings, exposed wooden
beams, original stonework, exceptional lighting, and an
intricate selection of furniture that pays ode to Emirati
culture and design.

As you travel across the original stone walls in the alley,
expect to find a museum, cafe, and the popular restaurant
Nomani at The Chedi Al Bait. Guests of the new wing can
enjoy various facilities, including a private swimming pool in
each house, a private jacuzzi, a yoga studio, and a communal
dining room for warm gatherings.
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Gshar Concept Store
Cultural Tapestry in the
Heart of Sharjah

A special space that stands out from the usual gift shops:
the Gshar concept store.

As you step into the store, you enter a world where objects
have stories to tell. The store showcases the incredible
diversity of the UAE and the surrounding region, where
traditional craftsmanship blends seamlessly with modern
artistic expressions. Discover hand-painted ceramics that
preserve ancient traditions, beautifully crafted jewelry that
showcases the talent of local artisans, and unique gifts
that embody the cultural richness of the region. Each piece
reflects the passion and dedication of the artists who create
them, offering a truly immersive experience for visitors.
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This space celebrates culture and connects the past with the
present by showcasing how art has evolved over time in the
region. It represents Sharjah’s dedication to preserving and
evolving its cultural heritage.

Gshar is not only a place for artists but also for those who
want to learn about the UAE’s rich heritage. Visitors to the
store become part of an ever-changing story, contributing to
the cultural discussions happening in the Heart of Sharjah.

www.instagram.com/gsharshop
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The longest beach in the city, Al Heera beach is an impressive
beach spanning and extending for a length of 3.5 kilometers
along the Arabian Gulf. Allowing visitors to enjoy a vast
range of distinctive activities in addition to a variety of
dining options.

The beach includes a jogging track, bicycle track, sports
fields, and children’s play areas. It also includes the first
professional skate park in Sharjah, known as the ‘Kota
Skate Park’, and includes tracks for all levels of skaters and
different roller sports which include skateboarding, roller
skating, scootering and bicycle motocross (BMX).

Al Heera beach has become a unique tourist attraction that
includes 3 sections, each containing 6 units, in harmony
with the surrounding environment. This includes a walkway
and a marina, in addition to a number of restaurants and
cafes. The beach offers a distinctive view of the Arabian Gulf.

83

\

=<

e\
L\
=

1y
m
)

vy
|

® ALY
i)

reamrrvyy

05 i53.5 Job ke ey 3 disall § tbolas Jobi el bt
Bjsall Aol ¢yo degamay Eliaiwdl jlopll g el gl Gle
Ayidl ©L8lill ST ¢yo degiio wlilisug

L8l cacllag wlelall hlasg Gpmll Tl tblall gadiy
& odyiseall gy ojiia Jol (e gz LaS o JLablll sl Gloling
Ssam) dalign @hls didg 2L S LigS" ol Jlasy d8)Lall
god o gl Slojlias gram 46 ySlgtip @il L) ligioss
88L3] "] Al " el wlzlally ieSally @il clig il
Al el sl e @il oftiay sy JLabU aass e ]

.0la¥lg dalled] yulea

Lyia JS So—izm Aladl 3 84y 8ll dioly wll dyzgll 0d 0 o5
ol ghian e Jaids Gl ddagsedl d il g o @tlis lasg 6 L
BB 8ol 5L jliasg . lillg pelall (o sac (il oo
100 ¢yo ySY @iy ol (gupe by agyell ulsdl olie e Gjran

Adpamdy g dalisne alael yldg ety




PROJECTS &yl

www.instagram.com/alheerabeachshj
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